
REDDICK MANSION STUDY 



INTRODUCTION 

Â The Reddick  Mansion  is arguably  the  most  historic  
structure  in  Ottawa,  Illinois .  From  its  initial  
association  with  the  original  owner,  William  
Reddick,  to  its  lengthy  tenure  as the  Public  Library  
for  the  City  of  Ottawa,  the  Mansion  has continually  
been,  since  its  construction  in  1855 , an important  
symbol  of  Ottawaõs history  and  importance . 

 
Â Following  the  construction  of  the  current  Library  

building  in  the  1970 õs, the  Reddick  Mansion  was 
converted  to  a new use a second  time .  Stewarded  
by the  Reddick  Mansion  Association,  the  mixed - use 
property  presently  functions  as a Visitorõs Center,  a 
Historic  House  Museum  and  as a small  scale 
meeting  center  and  offices . 

 



HISTORY 

Â The Reddick  Mansion,  a three  story,  22  room  
Italianate  mansion,  has drawn  attention  for  many  
years.  This  unique  landmark  stands  on  the  corners  
of  Columbus  and  Lafayette  streets  in  Ottawa . 
 

Â in  1855 , William  Reddick,  farmer,  businessman,  
politician  and  philanthropist,  commissioned  the  
construction  of  his  palatial  mansion  by Peter 
Nicholson  from  the  architectural  firm  of  Olmsted  
and  Nicholson . 
 

Â It  was built  in  1858  and  remained  the  family  home  
for  thirty  years. 
 
 
 

 



HISTORY 

Â Education  was of  the  utmost  importance  to  Mr. 
Reddick .  He was instrumental  in  laying  the  
foundation  for  the  University  of  Illinois  and  the  
organization  of  free  public  schools  in  Ottawa . 
 
 

Â In accordance  with  the  wishes  of  Mr. Reddick,  upon  
his  death  in  1885 , the  home  became  the  property  
of  the  City  of  Ottawa  to  be used  as a library .  The 
library  served  Ottawa  for  over  85  years until  it  
moved  to  newer  facilities .   
 

Â In 1974 , the  Reddick  mansion  Association  was 
chartered  as a non - profit  corporation  in  charge  of  
ensuring  the  restoration,  maintenance  and  
operation  of  the  property .  This  site  is listed  on  the  
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
 

(source : http ://www .enjoylasallecounty .com/activities .history .html)  
 

 
 



PRESERVATION 

Â The preservation and renovation of historic properties is 
an important  part of a sustainable, smart growth 
approach.  The renovation of a historic property is often 
a starting point and anchor for the redevelopment of a 
block, street, or district.  A historic building or district 
can be a tangible symbol of a communityôs interest in 
honoring its heritage, valuing its character and sense of 
place, getting the most out of prior investments in 
infrastructure and development, and encouraging 
growth in already-developed areas. 
 

(source :  http ://www .epa.gov/smartgrowth/topics/historic_pres .htm)    
 

 
 



PURPOSE 

Â The purpose  of  the  Reddick  Mansion  
Redevelopment/Reuse  Study  is to  analyze  possible  
revenue  sources  to  increase  exposure  of  the  
Mansion  in  the  community,  and  in  the  process  to  
create  a distinct  tourism  attraction . 
 

Â PEDC has conducted interviews with many stakeholders 
to provide vital input as a basis for this 
redevelopment/reuse study for the Reddick Mansion.   
 

Â Stakeholders include the City of Ottawa, including:  
 

Â the  Mayor  
Â the  Economic  Development  Director  
Â the  City  Building  Official   
Â City  Commissioners  
Â the  Ottawa  Visitorõs Center  
Â the  Mansion  Grounds  Landscaper  and  Gardener  
Â the  Reddick  Mansion  Board of  Directors .   

 
Â The reuse study process is locally initiated, independent, 

objective, analytical and inclusive. 
 

  
 

 
 



EXISTING PROBLEMS/ISSUES 

Interviews with stakeholders identified the following  
problems/issues: 
 
Â Revenue generated from the Reddick usage is dropping 

significantly.  Lessors desire space with updated and appealing 
amenities.   

Â Mansion needs updating, much of which has been deferred 
pending generation of a development plan. 

Â The phone is not answered efficiently. 
Â There are no consistent hours of operation. 
Â There are no marketing efforts.  
Â There is no current revenue ï Past sources included tenants 

such as the Chamber of Commerce, the United Way, the Boy 
Scouts of America and the Congressional District Office. 

Â The property needs restrooms, a kitchen and an elevator. 
Â The property needs an irrigation system for gardens.  
Â Most rooms are too small for most meetings. 
Â The Reddick Mansion does not meet current ADA and code 

requirements and consequently its use is restricted. 
Â There has been no record keeping. 
Â The Association needs to charge more for tours and events. 

 
  
 

 
 



IDEAS FOR REDEVELOPMENT 

Interviews  with  stakeholders  generated  the  following   
directives  and  re- use ideas : 
 
Â The one resounding idea was to rent rooms, the buildings and 

gardens for events, weddings, receptions, meetings, etc. 
Â In order to coordinate efforts, a full -time director needs to be 

hired. 
Â A business plan needs to be written. 
Â Develop a definitive tour schedule and make sure it is adhered 

to.  
Â Develop a Restaurant ï Coffee shop/Bakery. 
Â Reinstate the Reddick Ball for fundraising purposes. 
Â Rent out office space. 
Â Develop a Bed and Breakfast. 
Â Issue an RFP to find long term vendor for functions..  

 
  
 

 
 



WHY SHOULD  
THE REDDICK MANSION 

BE RENOVATED? 

Â To preserve a historic part of Ottawaõs past 
Â To make use of an under - utilized building and fill the 

demand for space  
Â To boost the economy of Downtown Ottawa  
Â To potentially help reduce City subsidy  

 
Â The cultural  and  historic  resources  of  a community  

tell  the  story  of  its  past  and  make  any single  
community  distinct  from  other  places .  These 
resources  provide  tangible  connections  to  the  
people  and  events  that  have shaped  our  
communities  and  our  collective  histories .   
 

Â Preserving  the  physical  reminders  of  our  past  
creates  a sense of  place  and  community  
pride .  Historic  preservation  also  generates  a wide  
range  of  economic  benefits .   
 

Â Economic  benefits  include  those  associated  with  the  
rehabilitation  and  adaptive  reuse  of  historic  
buildings  and  heritage  tourism,  as well  as the  
impacts  that  historic  designation  has on  
neighborhood  character  and  property  values .  Other  
benefits  include  the  role  that  historic  preservation  
plays  in  economic  development  and  downtown  
revitalization .  
 

  



CASE STUDIES 



Case Study I  
The Van Benthuysen - Elms Mansion  

Â The Mansion  was built  in  1869  for  Watson  Van 
Benthuysen,  C.S.A.  Born in  New York  in  the  early  
1830 õs, Watson  moved  to  New Orleans  in  the  
1840 õs.  When the  Civil  War started,  Watson  became  
an officer  in  the  Confederate  Army .  After  the  war,  
he became  a prominent  New Orleans  businessman  
(a wine  and  tobacco  merchant)  and  the  President  of  
a streetcar  company . 
 

Â The Van Benthuysen - Elms Mansion is a beautiful 
example of Italianate style architecture, providing 
exquisite grandeur to St. Charles Avenue and the 
Garden District of New Orleans.  

 
Â The historical Elms Mansion is complemented with 

period furnishings and surrounded by lovely 
gardens and patios.  It is one of the most sought -
after private party venues in New Orleans, and 
continues to host special events for individuals and 
corporations including:  
ðExtravagant Cocktail Parties  
ð Seated Dinners  
ð Weddings and Receptions  



Case Study I  
The Van Benthuysen - Elms Mansion  

Â The mansion features elegant touches such as imported 
mantel of hand - carved marble, ornamental cornices, 24 -
karat gold sconces, and a 48 - foot grand ballroom lined 
with jeweled windows.  

 

Â In addition to providing an event venue every visitor 
receives a tour of the mansion.  The home is also open for 
group tours.  
 

(source :  http ://www .elmsmansion .com/)  
 



Case Study 2  
The David Davis Mansion  

Â The David  Davis  Mansion,  completed  in  1872 , 
combines  Italianate  and  Second Empire  architectural  
features  and  is a model  of  mid - Victorian  style  and  
taste . Known  as Clover  Lawn,  it  was the  home  of  
David  Davis,  the  friend,  mentor  and  campaign  
manager  for  Abraham  Lincoln .  As President,  
Abraham  Lincoln  appointed  Davis  as United  State 
Supreme  Court  Justice in  1862 . 
 

Â The three - story,  yellow - brick  home  which  Sarah 
Davis  helped  to  design  at the  eastern  edge  of  
downtown  Bloomington,  comprises  36  rooms  and  
was very  advanced  for  its  day.  It  not  only  had  
elegant  furnishings  and  architectural  features,  it  
also  had  the  most  modern  technological  
conveniences  of  the  era:  indoor  plumbing,  hot  and  
cold  running  water,  a central  furnace,  the  most  up -
to - date  gas lighting,  and  two  modern  
communication  systems .  These were,  indeed,  the  
precursors  to  the  modern,  comfortable  and  
convenient  systems  that  Americans  take  for  granted  
today . 

 
 
 



Case Study 2  
The David Davis Mansion  

Uses Today 

 
Â Today,  The Davis  Mansion  has a many  uses.  

Businesses,  clubs,  motor  coach  groups  and  
organization  may pay a fee to  use the  mansion  for  
catered  events  and  meetings,  whenever  the  site  is 
closed  to  the  public,  which  is Mondays,  Tuesdays  
and  evenings .  Catered  events  include : 

ðCocktail - style receptions  

ðDinners  

ðLuncheons  

ðMeetings  

 
(source :  http ://daviddavismansion .org)  

 

 



Case Study 3  
Hegeler Carus Foundation  

Â The Hegeler  Carus Mansion  ð An architectural  gem  
and  an important  piece  of  history .  The home  was 
built  by Edward  and  Camilla  Hegeler  for  their  first  
son,  Julius Hegeler .  It  was designed  by Pond and  
Pond,  prominent  Chicago  architects,  in  1902 . 

 
Â For a time,  the  local  Community  Achievement  

Corporation  used  the  building  after  it  was given  to  
the  group  by Hermann  and  Roxana  Carus .  Many 
community  activities  (Girl  and  Boy Scouts,  Indian  
Maidens,  sewing  classes,  art  classes,  the  YMCA) 
were  held  in  the  home  so many  local  residents  have 
memories  of  using  the  site . 

 
Â In December  2006 , the  Hegeler  Carus Foundation  

purchased  the  home  with  a challenge  grant  from  
the  Richard  H. Driehaus  Charitable  Lead Trust . 
 

Â In 2007  the  Hegeler  Carus  Mansion  was designated  
a National  Historic  Landmark,  and   in  2009  the  
home  was added  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  
Places.  The roofõs restoration  has been  completed  
with  the  addition  of  a new slate  roof . 
 
 

 



Case Study 3  
Hegeler Carus Foundation  

Â The mission of the Hegeler Carus Foundation is to 
encourage and support cultural activities by restoring and 
using the Hegeler Carus Mansion, an American center of 
philosophical, scientific, and religious dialogue. 
 

Â The Foundation was formed in 1995 to save and 
revitalize the Hegeler Carus Mansion. 

 

  ñThe Hegeler Carus mansion and its collection are a direct link 
to that which made Illinois a world cultural center in the later 
19th century.  The treasures of the Hegeler Carus Mansion 
show it to be the most important  survivor of German heritage 
of its time.  This is a unique distinction not only for LaSalle and 
Illinois, but also for the United States.ò   

 

 -Rolf Achilles, Art Historian and Professor at the School of the Art 
Institute  of Chicago. 



Case Study 4  
 Dr. James Ford Historic Home  

Â In his  writings,  Dr. James Ford  chronicled  his  
nineteenth  century  life  as a physician,  family  man,  
surveyor  agronomist,  architect,  and  Civil  War 
surgeon  in  detail .  His 1841  home  was expanded  to  
become  a 4,000  square  foot  residence  by the  
1870 õs. 

 
Â Restoration  began  in  2003  and  the  Dr. James Ford  

Historic  Home  opened  in  April  2005  to  give  visitors  
an experience  of  family  life  in  the  1870 õs.  
Throughout  the  extensive  restoration  of  the  home,  
the  goal  was to  create  a working  museum  without  
compromising  architectural  historic  integrity . 
 

Â Sources of Income  

ðTours  

ðEvent Venue  

ðMemberships  

ðDonations  

 
(source :  http ://www .jamesfordmuseum .org)  

 

 



Case Study 5  
 The Culbertson Mansion  

Â In March  1896 , Samuel Culbertson,  purchased  land  
on  Third  Avenue,  the  most  fashionable  street  in  
Louisville,  to  build  a new home .  The Mansion  was 
completed  in  1897  just  in  time  to  receive  guests  for  
the  23 rd  running  of  the  Kentucky  Derby .   
 

Â Restoration  was largely  completed  between  1975  
and  1985 , and  now  the  mansion  is almost  back  to  
its  former  glory .   

 

Â It is now Louisvilleõs most Historic Bed & Breakfast 
Inn.  This Georgian Revival mansion is located in the 
heart of the Old Louisville National Historic District, 
near downtown Louisville and Churchill Downs.  

(source:  http://www.culbertsonmansion.us/)  



REDEVELOPMENT/REUSE STUDIES 

Â The Reddick Mansion is currently at a crossroads.  
The property is in need of restoration and repair 
and it is widely believed that the Mansion is 
underutilized.  The purpose of this Study is to 
examine the Redevelopment and Re - use of the 
Reddick Mansion considering three possible uses:  

 

 1.  Historic House Museum  

 2.  Events Center  

 3.  Restaurant/Bed and Breakfast  

 
Â All  redevelopment  schemes  address  both  functional  

and  regulatory  deficiencies .  Notably,  all  three  
potential  uses require  improved  fire  safety,  means  
of  egress  and  handicapped  accessibility  throughout . 
 

Â The three  re- use schemes  are organized  in  
sequence  from  the  least  intrusive,  the  Historic  
House  Museum,  to  the  most  intrusive,  the  
Restaurant/Bed  and  Breakfast . 

 



STUDY AREA 





SCHEME 1 
 

HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM 






